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Abstract: Spectral focusing is a well-established technique for increasing spectral resolution in
coherent Raman scattering microscopy. However, current methods for tuning optical chirp in
setups using spectral focusing, such as glass rods, gratings, and prisms, are very cumbersome,
time-consuming to use, and difficult to align, all of which limit more widespread use of the
spectral focusing technique. Here, we report a stimulated Raman scattering (SRS) configuration
which can rapidly tune optical chirp by utilizing compact adjustable-dispersion TIH53 glass
blocks. By varying the height of the blocks, the number of bounces in the blocks and therefore
path length of the pulses through the glass can be quickly modulated, allowing for a convenient
method of adjusting chirp with almost no necessary realignment. To demonstrate the flexibility
of this configuration, we characterize our system’s signal-to-noise ratio and spectral resolution at
different chirp values and perform imaging in both the carbon-hydrogen stretching region (MCF-7
cells) and fingerprint region (prostate cores). Our findings show that adjustable-dispersion glass
blocks allow the user to effortlessly modify their optical system to suit their imaging requirements.
These blocks can be used to significantly simplify and miniaturize experimental configurations
utilizing spectral focusing.

© 2023 Optica Publishing Group under the terms of the Optica Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

Stimulated Raman scattering (SRS) microscopy is a powerful chemical imaging technique [1,2]
that has been applied to a diverse array of applications in recent years including virtual histology
[3.4], invitro [5-T], and in vivo [8§—10] biological imaging. It has been implemented using a variety
of laser sources where the pump and Stokes laser pulses are both narrowband picosecond pulses
[4,8], broadband and narrowband pulses [11,12], or both broadband femtosecond pulses [13,14].
Stimulated Raman scattering microscopy when implemented using broadband femtosecond laser
pulses commonly utilizes the spectral focusing method [13,15-20]. This involves changing the
temporal delay between both excitation (pump and Stokes) laser pulses after appropriate chirping
so that the instantaneous frequency difference matches that of the target Raman band. Modifying
the chirp of an optical system commonly entails substituting many different lengths of glass rods
to modulate the pulse chirp for both the pump and Stokes pulses [21]. However, substituting
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glass rods in this manner can be time-consuming and can necessitate realigning the entire optical
system. Furthermore, the multiple lengths of glass rods (up to 60 cm for a spectral resolution
of 20-25cm™") [21] can be quite cumbersome to swap in an optical configuration and are not
well-suited for developing compact miniaturized setups. While it is also possible to provide
tunable linear chirp by using a grating pair or prisms, these tend to be even harder to align and
accrue a large amount of third-order dispersion and spatial chirp from even slight misalignments
[19].

Here, we present an experimental configuration that makes use of flexible and compact
(35 x 60 x 70 mm?) adjustable-dispersion TIH53 glass blocks and tackles the issue of chirp
modulation in spectral focusing setups. These blocks were developed to enable compact and
tunable chirping of near-infrared (NIR) femtosecond lasers for coherent anti-Stokes Raman
scattering (CARS) imaging [22,23]. The blocks employ two parallel internally mirrored surfaces
to recirculate the beam for multiple passes. A novel angled exit ramp allows the user to select
the total number of passes by translating the block at normal incidence rather than requiring an
angular adjustment. The design of the block and exit prisms was completed at the University of
Calgary [22,23] with reflective geometry and dispersion calculations to estimate the second- and
third-order dispersion achieved with various numbers of bounces within the prism. The final
design was manufactured by BMV Optical in Ottawa, Canada, who cut, polished, and coated the
prisms with mirror and anti-reflective coatings on the reciprocating and entrance/exit surfaces
respectively. By selecting the number of bounces in these glass blocks, the length of propagation
within the TIH53 glass can be varied, allowing for the ability to tune the chirp of the pulses
without substantially altering the optical alignment. Furthermore, by increasing or decreasing the
amount of chirp, the spectral resolution of the interaction can be tuned, trading off the increased
peak power of shorter chirped pulses for the spectral resolution gained by increased chirped
pulses or vice-versa. We characterized the performance of our SRS microscopy setup when using
different values for the chirp of the pump and Stokes pulses utilizing the adjustable-dispersion
glass block. To this effect, we measured the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) and spectral resolution as
a function of the number of bounces in the glass blocks, exploiting the ease of chirp modulation
to probe both the fingerprint (FP) and carbon-hydrogen stretching (CH) spectral regions. We
demonstrate our system’s capabilities by imaging biological samples. In the FP region, we image
prostate cancer samples at 1004, 1250, 1477, and 1644 cm™!, corresponding to Raman band
contributions from phenylalanine, adenine/guanine, and lipids respectively. In the CH region,
we image MCF-7 breast cancer cells at 2850 cm™! corresponding to lipids and 2926 cm™! with
overlapping contributions from proteins, lipids, and DNA. Our results demonstrate that our
adjustable-dispersion TIH53 glass blocks offer a quick and compact alternative to modulate the
chirp of spectral focusing setups to suit imaging requirements.

2. Experimental setup

2.1. Compact glass block for adjustable dispersion

TIHS3 glass is used in the glass block due to its high refractive index, as well as high transmittance
and high group velocity dispersion (GVD) to third-order dispersion (TOD) ratio at the wavelengths
used in this experiment [22]. The 35 x 60 X 70 mm?> glass block has one side mirrored with
silver, with the opposite side having a transparent ramp from which the beam exits the block
(Fig. 1). A silver mirror surface above the ramp reflects the beam back and forth until reaching the
transparent ramp edge. The amount of glass propagated by the beam can therefore be modulated
by the number of reflections inside the block. The number of reflections can be changed by
varying the height of the block, which adjusts the net horizontal distance L required to reach
the transparent surface at the exit. A vertical distance of 2.5 mm is required to adjust from
one bounce to the next without clipping. The length L within the blocks controls the group
delay dispersion (GDD) values, and hence the pulse duration (see Supplement 1). This length is
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composed of a propagation distance of 10 cm for each bounce due to the 5 cm distance between
the silver mirrored surfaces, plus an additional distance of 6 cm in the glass from the entry surface
to the transparent ramp side before exiting. The glass block can admit up to 12 bounces for a
maximum of 126 cm of propagation within TIHS53 glass, corresponding to a maximum estimated
GDD of 279000 fs? at 796 nm, 215000 fs* at 942 nm, and 183000 fs* at 1040 nm. To prevent
spatial chirp, the beam enters the glass block at normal incidence. The silver mirrored surfaces
are then angled in relation to the glass surfaces so that the beam may propagate by reflecting
internally throughout the glass block.
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Fig. 1. Spectral focusing SRS microscopy using compact TIH53 glass blocks. (a) Schematic
of setup. HWP: Half-wave plate; POL: Polarizer; AOM: Acousto-optic modulator; DL:
Delay line; T: Telescope; GB: Glass block; DM: Dichroic mirror; GM: Galvanometer
mirrors; OBJ: Objective; S: Sample; CON: Condenser; F: Filter; PD: Photodetector. (b)
Schematic (top) and photo (bottom left) of the adjustable-dispersion TIH53 glass block. The
beam enters the block, bounces between the two silver mirrors, and exits from an unsilvered
ramp. (¢) Experimentally determined pulse durations (circle) versus theoretical predictions
(square).

The Raman linewidth ranges from a few wavenumbers in the FP region to ~100 cm™" for lipids
in the CH region [24]. To target these spectral resolution values, assuming a Gaussian pulse
shape for the transform-limited pump and Stokes pulses, the estimated number of bounces in
each of the glass blocks to satisfy the desired chirp-matching conditions is required to be in the
range of 6-8 for the FP region and 2—4 in the CH regions (see Supplement 1). In this work, the
number of bounces in both the pump and Stokes glass blocks was made identical to maintain an
approximately constant chirp ratio at different bounce number settings.

2.2. SRS microscopy with compact glass blocks

Our multimodal SRS imaging platform consists of a dual output 80 MHz Ti:Sapphire pumped
optical parametric oscillator system (Insight DS+, MKS) [25]. The Stokes output (~200 fs) is
fixed at 1040 nm, while the pump output (~130 fs) is tunable between 680—1300 nm. Figure 1(a)
shows a schematic of the spectral focusing SRS microscopy setup using the adjustable-dispersion
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glass blocks. The pump and Stokes beams both initially pass through a combination of a
half-wave plate (HWP) and polarizer (POL) that function as a power controller. The Stokes
pulses traverse an acousto-optic modulator (AOM, Isomet 120C5-2) which imparts a ~5 MHz
modulation, and they are then chirped in the adjustable-dispersion glass blocks (CB). The pump
pulses pass through an adjustable delay line (DL, Zaber X-LDM110C-AE54) to modulate the
temporal overlap of the pulses and are then chirped in another glass block. The pump and Stokes
beams are magnified to a collimated beam diameter of 1 mm using telescopes to ensure that the
beams are not clipped by the glass blocks. The glass blocks are mounted on a z-stage (Thorlabs
LJ750/M) to modulate the height of the blocks. Since the beam exits the glass block at a different
horizontal position when adding a bounce, a mirror following the glass block is mounted on a
sliding stage that moves the mirror horizontally to compensate for the beam offset. After the
glass blocks, another telescope is used in each arm to resize the beam so that it slightly overfills
the back-aperture of the microscope objective (OBJ). Once the pump and Stokes beams are
combined with a dichroic combiner mirror (DM), they are scanned by galvanometer mirrors
(GM) and focused with the microscope objective onto the sample (S) in the xy-plane to yield an
image. Two different objectives are used: a 0.8 NA 40X water immersion objective (Olympus
1-U2M587) for immersed samples, and a 0.75 NA 20X air objective (Olympus 1-U2B825) for
samples on slides. The resulting SRS signal is collimated by a 1.25 NA oil condenser (CON) and
the Stokes beam is filtered with a long-pass filter (F, Thorlabs FESH1000 + Chroma ET825/150)
so a photodiode (PD, Thorlabs FDS1010) can collect the pump light for subsequent analysis with
a lock-in amplifier (Zurich instruments MFLI) to determine the stimulated Raman loss signal.
To generate the SRS images, powers of 50 mW and 30 mW are used for the pump and Stokes
respectively, with a pixel dwell time of 20 us. Scanlmage (Version 5.6, Vidrio Technologies)
[26] was used for control of the laser scanning and image acquisition.

2.3. SRS imaging setup characterization

Pulse duration The pulse durations for the pump and Stokes were experimentally obtained via
a method by Piazza et al. [27]. The sum-frequency generation (SFG) and the non-resonant
four-wave mixing (FWM) signals were generated in a 50 um thick beta barium borate (BBO)
crystal (Eksma Optics, BBO-600 H) by the overlapping pump and Stokes pulses. The intensity
profiles of the SFG and FWM spectra were collected by scanning the delay line to vary the
relative delay between the pump and Stokes pulses [22,27]. The pulse durations of the pump (7;,)
and Stokes (7;) at the sample level can then be calculated from the full width at half maximum
(FWHM) of the SFG (Wsrg) and FWM (Wgywy,) with the following equations:

T = VZ(W.S%FG - WI%WM) )]
Ty = A2W2, — W2 2)
s FWM SFG

The values for the measured and theoretically estimated pulse durations for the pump and
Stokes beams are plotted in Fig. 1 (c) as a function of the propagation length inside the TIH53
glass blocks.

Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR) To determine the SNR of the system, a series of 20 images of a
homogeneous sample was collected. The SNR of each frame was then determined by calculating
the mean intensity of the central 51 x 51-pixel area (corresponding to 10% of the width of a
512 x 512-pixel image) and dividing by the standard deviation of the pixels [21]. Calculating the
mean over the standard deviation in the central area mitigates the effects of variable intensity
in different parts of the field of view. The SNR was averaged over all 20 frames to yield the
reported SNR. The same materials (benzonitrile and DMSO) used in the spectral resolution
measurement were used to determine the SNR. When collecting images, an average power of
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50 mW was used in the pump and an average power of 30 mW was used in the Stokes. While
reduced peak intensity at a higher number of bounces can be compensated with a higher laser
power, the average powers were kept constant to compare the imaging properties of different
numbers of bounces under the same conditions. The SNR reported here was determined as a
function of the amount of dispersion introduced by the glass blocks. A comprehensive discussion
of other factors such as the relative intensity noise of the laser affecting the value of the SNR in
an SRS setup has been presented elsewhere [28] and is not reported in this paper.

Spectral Resolution To determine the spectral resolution, we first obtained an SRS spectrum
of a sample with two adjacent characteristic Raman peaks. In the FP region, a benzonitrile
sample with Raman peaks at 1001 and 1027 cm™~! was used, while a DMSO sample with Raman
peaks at 2914 and 2998 cm™! was used in the CH region. The SRS spectrum was obtained by
varying the time delay between the pump and Stokes pulses. At each position of the delay line, an
SRS image was obtained by scanning the galvanometer mirrors over the sample. The intensities
of all the pixels in the resulting SRS image were summed up to provide the SRS intensity at that
delay line position; this process was repeated for the whole scan range of the delay line. Once
the SRS spectrum including both Raman peaks was obtained, the calibration of the delay line
position in terms of the Raman shift in wavenumbers was obtained by comparing the known
wavenumber difference between the two peaks and the observed delay line position difference.
The spectral resolution was then determined from the FWHM of the higher-intensity peak in the
SRS spectrum.

Spatial Resolution The transverse resolution of the system was estimated from an SRS image
(1024 x 1024 pixels) of 0.6 um polystyrene beads wedged between two thin glass coverslips.
Imagel [29] software was used to measure the SRS intensity profile of a single bead. The FWHM
of a Gaussian curve fit to the grayscale SRS intensity profile provided the transverse resolution.
The axial resolution of the system was estimated from a 100-image 128 x 128-pixel z-stack
(0.1 um spacing between images) which was then identically fitted to a Gaussian curve of the
intensity profile of the beads.

2.4. Samples

The following calibration samples were used for the FP region: benzonitrile (1001 and 1027 cm™');
oleic acid (1263 and 1301 cm™"); paraffin (1441 and 1462 cm™!); and acetaminophen (1614 and
1648 cm™!). For the CH region, calibration samples used were DMSO (2914 and 2998 cm™)
and polystyrene (2852 and 2904 cm™!).

Formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded (FFPE) surgical prostate cancer tissues (radical prostatec-
tomies) were used for the construction of tissue microarrays (TMAs) following approval by the
local ethics review boards at the Centre Hospitalier de I’ Université de Montréal (CHUM). The
TMA sections on microscope glass slides were dewaxed using standard protocols and imaged
with SRS using a 20X air objective.

Human epithelial breast tumor (MCF-7) cells were cultured in DMEM medium supplemented
with 10% fetal bovine serum. Approximately 5 x 10° MCF-7 cells were seeded onto 35 mm
round glass-bottom dishes (MatTek). Cells were allowed to incubate for 24 hours post-seeding
to achieve 50% confluency. The cells were irradiated using an X-ray irradiator (X-Rad320,
Precision Xray) with 120 kVp X-rays. Half the cells were irradiated at 30 Gy (1 Gy/minute)
while the other half were left unirradiated as a control group. The cell culture dishes were left in
the incubator for 24 hours post-exposure. At each time point, the cells were chemically fixed
using 4% paraformaldehyde and stored in distilled water at 4°C. Stimulated Raman scattering
microscopy of the fixed cells was performed using a 40X (0.8 NA) water immersion objective.
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3. Results

3.1. SRS imaging system characterization as a function of chirp

We characterized the performance of our setup by determining the spectral resolution and SNR
for a given number of bounces in the glass blocks. In the FP region, we characterized our setup
for chirp values corresponding to 6—6 bounces, 7-7 bounces, and 8—8 bounces for the pump and
Stokes. To determine the spectral resolution in the FP region, SRS imaging was conducted on a
benzonitrile sample as described in Section 2 with a wavelength of 942 nm for the pump and
1040 nm for the Stokes, corresponding to a Raman shift of 1001 cm™!. Results are shown in
Fig. 2(a) where the SRS spectrum for this Raman peak at different chirp values is compared with
the corresponding spontaneous Raman spectrum with a linewidth of 5.5 cm™'. Due to the less
stringent spectral resolution requirements for the CH region when compared to the FP region
[30], we characterized our setup for the CH region at lower chirp values associated with 2-2
bounces, 3-3 bounces, and 4-4 bounces for the pump and Stokes. The spectral resolution in
the CH region was obtained from SRS imaging of the 2914 cm~! Raman peak of the DMSO
sample as mentioned in Section 2. When measuring the SNR, the average powers of the pump
and Stokes lasers were kept constant to compare different numbers of bounces more effectively
(Section 2). The performance results in the FP and CH regions for the experimentally determined
pulse durations, SNRs, and spectral resolutions are summarized in Table 1. As expected, higher
chirp values corresponding to a higher number of bounces lead to increasing spectral resolution
but decreasing SNR. Figures 2(b) and 2(c) present the transverse view of an SRS image of 0.6 pm
polystyrene beads collected at 6-6 bounces in the FP region when imaged with the 40X (0.8 NA)
water immersion microscope objective. As shown in Fig. 2(c) and 2(d), the SRS intensity profile
of a single bead yielded a transverse resolution of 0.7 um. The system axial resolution was
found to be ~ 5 um. The spectral range covered using the 796 nm pump beam for the CH region,
determined by measuring the FWHM of the two-photon absorption peak of rhodamine, was
determined to be 142 cm™" (See Supplement 1).

Table 1. Experimentally determined pulse durations, SNR, and
spectral resolution for a given number of pump and Stokes bounces
when performing SRS imaging in the FP and CH region. For 2 to 4
bounces, the pump wavelength is set to 796 nm, while for 6 to 8
bounces it is set to 942 nm.

Number of Pump pulse Stokes pulse SNR Spectral
bounces for duration at duration at resolution (cm™!)
pump and sample (ps) sample (ps)
Stokes

CH-stretching region

2 1.10 0.78 310 29.6

3 1.64 0.92 280 24.4

4 2.08 1.10 210 22.9
Fingerprint region

6 2.50 1.32 71 12.3

7 2.97 1.56 67 11.3

8 3.37 1.79 53 10.5

3.2. SRS imaging of biological samples in the FP and CH regions at optimal chirp

To illustrate the imaging capabilities of the system, we applied our setup to imaging biological
samples. We evaluated the performance in the FP region by recording SRS images of prostate
cancer tissues. Prostate cancer (PC) is the most diagnosed cancer in North American men. In
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Fig. 2. Characterization measurements for SRS microscope in the FP region. (a) SRS
spectral profile of the benzonitrile Raman band at 1001 cm™! for 6-6 (6 for the pump
and Stokes each), 7-7, and 8-8 bounces in the FP region alongside the corresponding
spontaneous Raman spectrum. (b) SRS image of 0.6 um polystyrene beads at the 1004 cm™!
Raman band. (¢) Zoom-in of the highlighted region in the SRS image shown in (a). (d)
Measured and fitted (solid line) transverse SRS intensity profile associated with a single 0.6
um polystyrene bead. A FWHM value of 0.7 um is obtained for the transverse resolution.
The pixels analyzed in this curve are shown in (c) as a yellow line.

particular, intraductal carcinoma of the prostate (IDC-P) is an aggressive variant of PC that
is associated with PC recurrence and poor prognosis [31]. Recent work involving Raman
microspectroscopy [32] identified Raman biomarker bands at 1004, 1250, 1477, and 1644 cm™!
that correlated with the presence of IDC-P and corresponded to contributions from proteins,
DNA/RNA, and lipids. The goal of our study is to determine whether features extracted from SRS
images of PC tissue at these Raman bands can be useful for the high-throughput identification
of IDC-P. Table 1 shows that 6 bounces for the pump and Stokes provide the best SNR in the
FP region while maintaining sufficient spectral resolution to image the targeted Raman bands.
Hence 6 bounces for the pump and Stokes were used for generating spectrally focused SRS
images. We first performed a calibration of the Raman shift as a function of delay line position
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to target the required Raman bands in the PC tissue, using samples of benzonitrile, oleic acid,
paraffin, and acetaminophen (Fig. 3(a)). The SRS images (average of 10 frames) of PC tissue
at 1004, 1250, 1477, and 1644 cm™' seen in Fig. 3 (b—e) seem to reveal only subtle intensity
variations across the different bands over the field of view. To better visualize the variations in
each image, a co-registered image can be produced where each prostate image at a given Raman
band is normalized, assigned a pseudo color, and combined into a single image.

1
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Fig. 3. SRS imaging of PC tissue. Images were collected at 512 x 512 pixels with an
integration time of 20 us for a total acquisition time of 5.2 seconds per image. (a) SRS
spectra of benzonitrile, oleic acid, paraffin, and acetaminophen. SRS images of PC tissue
when using 6 bounces for pump and Stokes at the Raman bands of (b) 1004 cm™ L ()
1250 cm‘l, (d) 1477 cm~ !, and (e) 1644 em™L, (f) Co-registered image of SRS PC tissue at
the Raman bands corresponding to 1004 cm™! (red), 1477 cm™! (green), and 1644 cm™!
(blue).

The co-registered SRS image (Fig. 3(f)) suggests location-specific differences in the chemical
constituents. This illustrates the high-spectral resolution capability of our setup to perform SRS
imaging in the spectrally dense FP region. Our ongoing work involves the implementation of
i) frequency-modulated SRS [5,33] to reduce the contributions of the two-photon absorption
background that may be confounding the SRS signal, and ii) the Stokes beam amplification [34]
to improve the SNR in the FP region.

Next, we explored the application of SRS imaging in the CH region to visualize the response
of human epithelial breast cancer (MCF-7) cells exposed to ionizing radiation. Radiation therapy
(RT) is a standard treatment utilizing X-rays to treat breast cancer. However, a mechanistic
understanding of the heterogeneity of sub-cellular response to RT is particularly lacking at present
[35]. Our goal for this work is to investigate the potential of SRS imaging in the CH region to
determine biomarkers of radiobiological response. We imaged both unirradiated (0 Gy) and
irradiated (30 Gy) MCF-7 cells at the 2926 cm~! (CH,, CH3) band with overlapping contributions
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from proteins, lipids, and DNA and the 2850 cm™! (CH;) band with contributions predominantly
from lipids. As seen in Table 1, 2-2 bounces in the CH region, provided the best SNR while
maintaining sufficient spectral resolution to image the targeted Raman bands. A calibration of
the Raman shift as a function of delay line position to target the required Raman bands was
performed using DMSO and polystyrene calibration samples. The SRS images (average of 10
frames) at Raman shifts of 2850 and 2926 cm™! of chemically fixed MCF-7 cells are shown in
Fig. 4 at 24 hours-post exposure to 0 Gy (not irradiated; Fig. 4(a)-4(c)) and 30 Gy (Fig. 4(d)—4(f))
Most prominently, the cell nuclei appear darker in the lipid band images at 2850 cm™" (Fig. 4(a)
and 4(d)) as expected. In contrast, whole cells with clearly visible nuclei and nucleoli are seen in
the SRS image at 2926 cm™'. Consistent with the impact on the survival fraction after X-ray
exposure [36], fewer MCF-7 cells with a flat enlarged cell morphology are evident at 30 Gy
(Fig. 4(d)—4(f)). Our ongoing work is aimed at characterizing this radiobiological response over
a wide dose range and over multiple time points.

Fig. 4. SRS imaging of MCF-7 cells at 24 hours-post exposure to X-ray radiation with
2 bounces each in the TIH53 glass blocks for the pump and Stokes beams. Images were
collected at 512 x 512 pixels with an integration time of 20 ps for a total acquisition time of
5.2 seconds per image. Images of unirradiated (0 Gy) MCF-7 cells at the (a) 2850 cm™! and
(b) 2926 cm™! bands. (¢) A co-registered image of the 0 Gy images, with the 2850 cm™!
image in green and the 2926 cm™! image in purple. Images of MCF-7 cells irradiated with
30 Gy at (d) 2850 cm~ ! and (e) 2926 cem L (f) A co-registered image of the 30 Gy images,
with the same color scheme as in (c).

4. Discussion

In this work, we demonstrated a spectral focusing SRS imaging system that uses adjustable-
dispersion TIHS3 glass blocks to quickly adjust the chirp of the excitation pulses. In both the FP
and CH regions, the pulse duration of the pump and Stokes pulses increased as a function of
the number of bounces in the glass blocks (Fig. 1(c)). This observation confirms that the pulse
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duration and the quantity of chirp in the pump and Stokes pulses increase as a function of the
distance propagated in TIH53 glass as expected. Furthermore, our experimentally determined
pulse duration values are consistent with the theoretical predictions (Supplement 1), with a
discrepancy of 5-35% between the experimental and theoretical values. This difference can be
attributed to uncertainty in the autocorrelator measurement which yielded the transform-limited
pulse width of the laser pulses used to estimate the theoretical values. This is likely due to the
laser pulses directly out of the laser not being transform-limited owing to internal dispersion
compensation.

We further quantified the performance of the setup by imaging homogeneous samples
(Benzonitrile and DMSO) in the FP and CH regions for a different number of bounces in the
glass blocks for the pump and Stokes and summarized in our results in Table 1. Because broader
pulses have lower peak energies, the SNR of the system in both the FP and CH regions decreased
as expected when the pulse chirp was increased. Also consistent with expectations, the spectral
resolution increased as the number of bounces increased in the FP and CH regions. Notably, using
a higher number of bounces showed diminishing returns on the increase in spectral resolution,
especially in the case of the CH region, where an increase from 2 to 3 bounces yielded a 21%
increase in spectral resolution (29.6 to 24.4 cm™!), while an increase from 3 to 4 bounces only
yielded a 6.5% increase (24.4 to 22.9cm™"). This is most likely due to the increasing chirp
mismatch between the pump and Stokes as the number of bounces increases (See Supplement
1). The current study compared SNR values with constant average laser power to obtain the
best relative comparison between different numbers of bounces. The choice of the average laser
power in an experiment will depend on the photodamage threshold of the sample being imaged.
With the current glass blocks, the chirp can only be modulated in chirp increments of 10 cm of
propagation in TIH53 glass, which makes some chirp mismatch inevitable. A second chirping
mechanism capable of modulating the chirp within the GDD provided by 10 cm of glass would
allow the system to perfectly match the chirp of the pump and Stokes when using the glass blocks.
One possible solution would be an identical but thinner glass block capable of modulating the
chirp in steps of 1 cm of TIH53 glass, which addresses this problem without compromising the
ease of alignment of the system.

The average power transmission through the glass blocks for the first two bounces was
experimentally determined to be ~ 65%. However, subsequent optical transmission throughout
the glass block is nearly lossless with transmissions of 99.6% at 796 nm, 99.8% at 942 nm, and
99.9% at 1040 nm for each bounce. The power loss of the pump and Stokes is attributed to
damage in the silver coating at the location of the first two reflections and will be eliminated by
re-coating the silver surface. Such optical damage can be prevented in the future by avoiding
focusing the laser beams on the silver coating while aligning the telescope in front of the glass
block.

In the optical setup used in this work, the pump and Stokes pulses can be chirped up to a few
picoseconds (e.g. 4.5 ps at 796 nm) due to the size limitation of the glass blocks. However,
experiments that require even longer pulses [37] can make use of adjustable-dispersion glass
blocks by either increasing the length of the glass block to increase the path length per bounce or
by increasing the width of the glass blocks to increase the maximum possible number of bounces.
More generally, the dimensions of the glass blocks can be chosen to suit how broadly the user
wishes to tune their specific setup. The chirp values in this work were closely matched by using the
same number of bounces in two different glass blocks for the pump and Stokes beams. However,
in some cases, improved chirp-matching is possible by using an unequal number of bounces in
the two glass blocks, provided that a sufficiently long delay line is used to accommodate the
corresponding path length difference. On the other hand, using the same number of bounces and
a single glass block to propagate both pump and Stokes beams will be advantageous for future
development of a compact miniaturized setup. When looking at the collective effects on the pulse
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duration, the SNR, and the spectral resolution, we can confirm the fundamental principle of the
glass blocks: the glass blocks allow the user to make a tradeoff between the SNR and the spectral
resolution of the system to suit the user’s imaging requirements. For example, as discussed in
Section 3.2, the optimal chirp was provided by 6 and 2 bounces respectively for the FP and CH
region. We demonstrated the high-spectral resolution imaging capabilities of our setup for this
selection of bounces by imaging PC tissue in the FP region (Fig. 3) and MCF-7 cells in the CH
region (Fig. 4). In the prostate core tissue, the co-registered SRS image revealed subtle intensity
variations across the different Raman bands at 1004, 1477, and 1644 cm™'. These variations
suggested location-specific differences in the chemical constituents that will be investigated in
ongoing work. In the SRS images of MCF-7 cells, clear differences are apparent between the
lipid contributions at 2850 cm™! and the mixed contributions from proteins, lipids, and DNA
at 2926cm™~!. Our recent investigations using this SRS imaging platform in the CH region
have revealed interesting chemical and morphological differences between control and 30 Gy
irradiated MCF-7 cells [38].

5. Conclusion

In summary, we have presented a spectral focusing SRS system capable of quickly modulating
the chirp of its pump and Stokes pulses by using TIH53 adjustable-dispersion glass blocks. With
a large GDD and a minimal TOD, these glass blocks enable our setup to conveniently adjust
its SNR and spectral resolution to image bands in the FP and CH regions. To demonstrate this
flexibility, we showed a capability of varying the spectral resolution from 10.5 to 29.6 cm™!, with
a corresponding SNR variation of 53 to 310. We then illustrated how these settings could be used
to image prostate cores in the FP region as well as MCF-7 cells in the CH region without needing
to significantly realign the system. These glass blocks can be conveniently installed in any SRS
configuration implementing spectral focusing. We believe the compactness and simplicity of the
glass blocks have the potential to make spectral focusing more viable for clinical applications.
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